
September 2026 

The Hon Anthony Albanese MP, Prime Minister of Australia, 
The Hon Dr Jim Chalmers MP, Treasurer,  
Senator the Hon Tim Ayres MP, Minister for Industry and Innovation and Minister for Science, 
Senator the Hon Murray Watt MP, Minister for the Environment and Water  
and State and Territory Environment Ministers, 

We write as a united alliance of industry bodies, trade associations and conservation organisations  
representing thousands of businesses, employers and communities across Australia covering a 
substantial cross-section of the economy. We are united with hundreds of individuals signed online.  

WE URGE YOU TO USE THE FORTHCOMING ENVIRONMENT MINISTERS' MEETING (EMM) IN SEPTEMBER 2026 TO CONFIRM 

KEY PRINCIPLES AND A NATIONAL PATHWAY FOR REGULATED EXTENDED PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY (EPR) SCHEMES. 

Over the last decade Australian industry, community organisations and governments have come to 
recognise the necessity to regulate producer responsibility. The benefits of regulated EPR are now 
overwhelming. More than 80 nations have regulated EPR schemes to ensure producers share responsibility 
for the products and packaging put into their markets. Well-designed schemes also strengthen industry, 
improve productivity, increase investment in domestic recycling and manufacturing, create jobs, reduce 
waste and pollution, and deliver greater certainty for business and citizens.  

AUSTRALIA IS AN OUTLIER AND IMPROVEMENTS ARE ONLY FEASIBLE WITH REGULATED EPR.  
Concerns in Australia that regulated EPR would increase the cost of living are not supported by reports or 
evidence here or overseas. If mandatory EPR inherently increased household costs, it would not have been 
adopted and expanded across so many countries, including many of Australia's trading partners and 
competitors and such diverse economies as Brazil, Chile, Canada, Italy and Korea. Instead, these countries 
demonstrate that EPR is the most efficient way to allocate responsibility for input products and to coordinate 
the funding of product management than Australia’s current gaps and patches that relies on taxpayers, 
ratepayers and governments. 

The limitations of Australia’s voluntary schemes are clear. Without regulation services remain uncertain and 
inadequate when dozens or thousands of obliged producers can shirk their responsibilities. The fact is 
Australian households and businesses are already paying heavily via their rates, taxes and in purchasing 
sub-standard products and service coordination. This imbalance will remain until national EPR regulations 
come into effect. The choice is to stagnate and lose or to innovate and grow. 

URGENT COMMITMENTS ARE REQUIRED.  
Industry sectors, communities and members are anxious as further delay will result in closures and/or 
decline of yet more Australian industry sectors, manufacturing and national resilience in an increasingly 
competitive world. 

By adopting regulations already common internationally, Australian businesses will compete more fairly at 
home and abroad. Australian supply chains and communities will flourish with revitalised and scaled up 
reuse, repair and recycling businesses, and more resilient circular industries and lower emissions. 
Australian households will have access to better products and packaging like households in many countries 
around the world. EPR regulations are central to this fair and stronger future. 

FACTS AND PRINCIPLES SUPPORTING GOVERNMENTS FOR THE SEPTEMBER EMM 2026 COMMUNIQUE: 

• Use existing powers: The Australian Government already has the authority through the RAWR Act to 
establish new mandatory national EPR schemes for priority products. This is not new, it has done so 
before and can do so again. 

• Progress national implementation: the National Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) is underway, 
and the Australian Minister for Environment can move forward simultaneously drafting regulations 
for EPR schemes which could come into effect from mid-2027 onwards. The IGA is a welcome action 
that can support strategy, delegation, collaboration and unification for national productivity. This will 
reduce fragmentation, duplication and costs.  



• Strengthen national governance: Industry, communities and governments increasingly recognise 
the National EPA as the appropriate regulator for regulated EPR schemes and Producer 
Responsibility Organisations (PROs) to improve efficiency, consistency, and national regulatory 
symmetry. It can be delegated power over regulated PROs and obliged producers ensuring they meet 
and help government deliver on key productivity policies and targets. The National EPA can enforce 
compliance, reduce free riding, ensure equity, efficiency and streamline systems and reporting for 
all producers, PROs and governments. 

• Commit to implementation: The Australian Government can announce its commitment to draft 
regulations for mandatory producer responsibility and start in areas of need with highest public and 
industry backing. Over the next 3-6 months it can prepare tenders to establish schemes with more 
details including scope to be resolved.  

• Support proven PRO models: Around the world and increasingly in Australia industry-led, not-for-
profit regulated PROs are recognised as providing the best-value EPR model delivering greatest 
public benefit and circular economy outcomes. NFP PROs start small, evolve, are flexible, 
collaborate and are the vehicle for eco-modulated fees that deliver to government and public 
requirements for sweeping improvements in design, reuse, recycling and repair services. 

• Grow or lose priority sectors: After a decade of regulatory delay, priority sectors urgently require 
announcements to prevent the loss of industry-led NFP schemes, industry and government 
investments and infrastructure. The loss of schemes, investment, trust and confidence would make 
it very costly or impossible for Australia to restart and rebuild.  

• Implement regulatory roadmap: Our position is that the September EMM Communique should 
outline a 6-24 month roadmap to come into effect by end of 2028 for national regulations of priority 
sectors providing greater certainty for governments, businesses and communities. Australian 
governments are encouraged to make further announcements on EPR frameworks and other circular 
reforms in coming months. 

• Provide long-term certainty: Australian governments, industry and communities have already co-
invested hundreds of millions of dollars and time in circular economy initiatives on batteries, 
packaging, plastics, mattresses, tyres, flooring, clothing and solar PV. Mandatory EPR will provide a 
focus, coordination and fix to our broken system: it will protect these investments and enable 
growth, innovation and marked improvements to standard of living and productivity.   

We, the undersigned thank Federal, State and Territory Governments for demonstrating their commitment to 
positive policy in the areas of climate change, energy, consumer protection, industry innovation and 
household financial stability. The vehicle emission regulations are a prime example. 

Delivering the same commitment using producer responsibility regulations will support these policies, align 
Australia with standard practices of our key trading partners, and importantly strengthen our communities, 
businesses, environment and economy for decades into the future.  

With respect and urgency, 
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Peak industry body representing large range of 
sector associations and businesses across 
Australia 

 

  

 

National body representing furniture 
manufacturing and retail supply chain (imported 
and locally made products) 



 

 
 

 

National stewardship body representing full 
furniture manufacturing and retail supply chain 
(imported and locally made products) aiming for 
strong industry in Australia  

 

 
 

 

Peak national body representing retailers in 
Australia’s large and essential charitable sector 
supporting people in need  

 

 

 

Australia’s trusted lifecycle ecolabel for everyday 
products used by businesses and households 
(imported and locally made). 

 

 

 

The trusted legislated peak body representing all 
79 Victorian local governments.  

 

 

 

PREP is used by 1,700 businesses as the standard 
for evaluating the recyclability of consumer 
packaging. It has evaluated over 600,000 items 
sold in Australia and New Zealand. 

 

 

 

National ocean and climate advocacy 
organisation that mobilises coastal and surf 
communities to protect Australia's oceans from 
fossil fuel expansion, tackle plastic pollution and 
drive the transition to a safer climate. 
 

 

 

 

Helen Millicer, CEO One Planet Consulting is a 
national consultant expert, board director and 
author of groundbreaking reports on circular 
economy and producer responsibility.  

 

 
 

 

Australia’s leading circular economy 
NGO focused on eliminating waste and plastic 
pollution at the source. Boomerang’s public letter 
campaign for plastic packaging producer 
responsibility has over 10,000 signatures. 

 

 

 
Trusted experts and licenced suppliers of global 
and locally-sourced equipment for Australia’s 
circular economy transition in plastics, fibre, 
organics and more. 

 

 

 
Global GreenTag is an Australian-based global 
business certifying over 30,000 products 
produced by more than 350 manufacturers with 
factories in 22+ countries around the world. 
Covering building, landscaping, interiors, textile 
sectors.  

 


