AUSTRALIA'S RECYCLING CRISIS

IS A PRODUCT REGULATION FAILURE

Independent report warns families, councils and businesses
are paying the price for a fragmented national system.
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$17 billion a year around 75 million $520 million worth hovered around to lose more than achieve its legislated target of
managing product tonnes of waste of recyclable packaging 59% for a decade. $32 billion in plastics reducing greenhouse gas
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MASSIVE AMOUNTS OF VALUABLE MATERIALS ARE BEING WASTED THE IMPACT ON OUR ECONOMY

@ - Unless changed, Australia’s fragmented,
D ' T regulations could,..........

ELECTRONIC GOODS MATTRESSES CLOTHING PLASTICS & PACKAGING WIPE $26 BILLION
) from national GDF
An estimated Argund Mare than Onoackits generate T e B SN

$680 MILLION 1.8 MILLION 300,000 6~-7 MILLION TONNES
of electronic goods mattresses TONNES

lastic product waste
are disposed of discarded aof ﬁ-'“’h"‘-g senk 3 i ADD MORE THAH $9 B"—'-[UH

each year by 2050.

each year. annually. to landfill. to household costs

WHY THE SYSTEM IS FAILING FREE RIDERS WEAKEN THE SYSTEM A REDCYCLE WARNING,
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deposit schemes. national coordination is missing.
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Mo single national regulator and no clear ~ Plastics recycling facilities are operating at around Why wait for ancther collapse when the

national engine 53% capacity utilisation now, which could drop to Australian Government has the power to
an unviable 32% by 2030 regulate now?

OTHER COUNTRIES ARE ALREADY PROVING MANDATORY PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY WORKS

BELGIUM FRANCE & BRITISH COLUMBIA, BRAZIL
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over six years to reach nearly 50% - Irwests ~$32 MILLIOM annually @ Prioritises agricultural packaging
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Australia’s tyre scheme budget is
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local manufacture against imports.

and businesses Lrives economic growth, rural jobs

and environmental cutcomes.

WHAT MANDATORY EPR WOULD 87% OF SCHEMES OVERSEAS EIGHT RECOMMENDED REFORMS AUSTRALIA NEEDS
MEAN FOR AUSTRALIANS RUN FOR PUBLIC BENEFIT @ Regulate nationally, not at state level, for mandatory EPR
@ Lower costs for househalds, businesses B 'a Stop fragmentation. Appoint the naticnal EPA as regulator for EPR schermes.
and eouncils E?% Fol fer-proft 'e Empower the national EFA to penalise missed targets, free
@ Claaner recycling and mare drep-aff points. i i riders and identiby malpractice.
@  Less waste going to landfil e 'o Establish national producer registries to reduce free-riding,
o Mo confusion between state systems ﬂ Three countries (UK, Slovenia and 9 |rr1rr|-e.~ri|:'|t-er|':,- establish a |::-r|-:J-:_'|'r'.|_:l loan finance program
@  National coardination and education Poland) revised their laws in 2023-25 ) Ensure public benefit by regulating for not-for-profit schemes
ST to stop for-profit schemes due to fraud, o Require use of eco-modulated fees to incentivise circular eco-design,
e Better value through ona naticnal .lnnrnxhﬁ dumping. concealed fees and cartel ﬂ Streamline national resporting frameworks across schemes and
behaviour. F;lrr:u::lur_:lrr |:H.F;|-;'|n5ih.l|il':,r arganisations
THIS IS PRACTICAL REFORM THAT CAN: T,
o ettt requlations
" Ease pressure on households and govermments Acting now on mandutery EPR will ensure
o Strengthen local jobt, mamdacturing and industry, Auatralians b s sustainable
'  Deliver world-clamn sustamable products that products Th‘E}' cae
Australians can use for decades 1o come.
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